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Thank you for purchasing this HYMN STUDY PACK. This is just one in a series that includes a variety of
classic hymns and also the National Anthem. I created these HYMN STUDY PACKS because I believe
there is much wisdom to glean from the words written long ago. Each HYMN STUDY PACK includes a
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styles to learn the words to, understand the vocabulary within and appreciate the history of each included
hymn. I pray each HYMN STUDY PACK will be a blessing to kids, parents and teachers alike.
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Angels We Have Heard on High
JAMES CHADWICK, 1862
Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains.
And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains.

Gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be?
Which inspire your heavenly song?
Gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Come to Bethlehem and see,
Christ whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo.
See Him in a manger laid,
Jesus, Lord of Heaven and earth,
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
With us sing our Savior's birth.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo.
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Angels We Have Heard on High
JAMES CHADWICK, 1862
"Angels We Have Heard on High" is a famous song written by James Chadwick in
1862. The lyrics were written to fit the tune of the French hymn, “Les Anges Dans
Nos Campagnes,” which translates to 'The Angels in our Countryside' in English.
Chadwick's lyrics are clearly inspired by but are not a direct translation of the
French song though there are several similarities. It is, therefore, considered a
derivative work.
James Chadwick was born in Ireland in 1813. He was an Anglo-Irish Roman
Catholic priest and second Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle. He is famous for
writing the song, “Angels We Have Heard on High.”
The song's subject is the birth of Jesus Christ as narrated in the Gospel of Luke.
Luke 2:8-15 describes the scene in which shepherds outside Bethlehem encounter
a multitude of angels singing and praising the newborn child, Jesus Christ.
The song is a very popular Christmas carol and appears in hymnals across the
globe. It has also been recorded by a multitude of famous artists including Josh
Groban and Pentatonix.

INFO TEXT #1

Read the text above and answer the questions below.

1. What year was this song written? _________ 2. By whom? _____________________________
3. It is a derivative of a _________________ song called “Les Anges Dans Nos Campagnes.”
4. Using context clues, what do you think derivative means?

______________________________

5. What is the subject of this song? _________________________________________________
6. On which Bible passage is this song based?

_________________________________________

7. This song is a very popular Christmas ____________.
8. Using context clues, what do you think carol means?

_________________________________
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Angels We Have Heard on High
JAMES CHADWICK, 1862
8

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night.
9

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified.
10

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for
all the people.
11

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.

12

This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

13

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and
saying,
14

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

15

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s
go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
Luke 2:8-15 (NIV)

INFO TEXT #2

Read the text above and answer the questions below.

1. Underline what the angel says to the shepherds in verses 10-12.
2. What did the angel bring to the shepherds? _________________________________________
3. What is another word for “news”? ________________________________________________
4. Where did the angel say the Savior had been born? ___________________________________
5. What is another name for “town of David”? ________________________________________
6. Underline what the heavenly host and angel said in verse 14.
7. What is another way to say “ glory to God in the highest”? ______________________________
8. What did the shepherds do after the angels left? _____________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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Angels We Have Heard on High
James Chadwick, 1862
Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains.
And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains.

Gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be?
Which inspire your heavenly song?

Gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo.

Come to Bethlehem and see,
Christ whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

Gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo.

See Him in a manger laid,
Jesus, Lord of Heaven and earth,
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
With us sing our Savior’s birth.

Gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo.

COMPREHENSION
COMPREHENSION #1

Answer the following questions.

1. What are the angels doing? ____________________________________________
2. What are the shepherds doing? _________________________________________
3. What does “Gloria, in excelsis Deo” mean? _______________________________
4. Circle the word “Deo”. How many times did you find it? _________________
5. Using context clues, what do you think “Deo” means? ____________________
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CORRECT #2
Correct the mistakes by crossing
out each incorrect word and
writing the correct word above.
There is one incorrect word per line.

Come to Bethlehem and hear,
Christ whose birth the angels say;
Come, adore on straightened knee,
Christ the Lord, the baby King.

See Him in a bucket laid,
Jesus, Lord of Heaven and sun,

Mary, Joseph, lend your help,
With us yell our Savior’s birth.
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Angels We Have Heard on High
James Chadwick, 1862

DEFINE #1
Write the definition or
synonym above each
underlined word.

Angels we have heard on high,

Sweetly singing o’er the plains.

And the mountains in reply,

Echoing their joyous strains.

Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your joyous strains prolong?

What the gladsome tidings be?

Which inspire your heavenly song?
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Angels We Have Heard on High
James Chadwick, 1862

PROLONG
ADORE
BETHLEHEM

glory to God in the highest
extend
cheerful

JUBILEE

musical sound

TIDINGS
MANGER
GLORIA, IN
EXCELSIS DEO

Draw a line from each
vocab word to the
correct definition.

worship

STRAINS

GLADSOME

DEFINE #3

city of David where Jesus was born
food box for animals
news
trumpet sound announcing a
celebration
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Come to Bethlehem and see,

Christ whose birth the angels sing;

Come, adore on bended knee,

Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

ILLUSTRATE #2
Illustrate a picture that
describes each line
of the stanza.

See Him in a manger laid,

Jesus, Lord of Heaven and earth,

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,

With us sing our Savior’s birth.
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Angels We Have Heard on High
JAMES CHADWICK, 1862

COMPLETE #2
Complete the hymn by writing in
the missing words.

_________________ we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the _________________.
And the _________________ in reply,
Echoing their joyous _________________.
_________________, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains _________________?
What the _________________tidings be?
Which inspire your _________________ song?
Come to Bethlehem and ________________,
Christ whose birth the _________________ sing;
Come, _________________ on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn
_________________.
See Him in a _________________ laid,
Jesus, Lord of Heaven and _________________,
Mary, Joseph, lend your _________________,
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Angels We Have Heard on High
JAMES CHADWICK, 1862

FIND #2
Follow the directions at the
bottom of the page.

Come to Bethlehem and see,

Christ whose birth the angels sing;

Come, adore on bended knee,

Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo.
See Him in a manger laid,

Jesus, Lord of Heaven and earth,

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,

With us sing our Savior's birth.

Draw a heart around the
word that means
WORSHIP.

Draw a circle
around the words
that mean
CITY OF DAVID
WHERE JESUS
WAS BORN.

Draw a square
around the word
that means
FOOD BOX FOR
ANIMALS.
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CHOOSE #2

Angels We Have Heard on High

Choose a word to
complete each
line correctly.

Sweetly
Loudly
Quietly

Angels we have heard on high,
____ singing o’er the plains.
And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous ____.

strains
sounds

noises
party
noise

create
write
inspire

jubilee
Shepherds, why this ____?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be?
Which ____ your heavenly song?
Nazareth
Bethlehem

inspire
admire
adore

Judea
Come to ____ and see,
Christ whose birth the angels sing;
Come, ____ on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

basket
crib
Mary
Martha
Elizabeth

manger
See Him in a____ laid,
Jesus, Lord of Heaven and earth,
____, Joseph, lend your aid,
With us sing our Savior's birth.
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